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Joel A. Kopp

Joel A. Kopp is a career diplomat with thirteen years’ experience in the U.S.
Department of State’s Foreign Service handling a wide range of economic and policy
issues. He currently holds the trade and investment portfolio within the Economic
Affairs section of the U.S. Embassy in Abuja. Joel has also served at the U.S. Embassy
in Jakarta, Indonesia; the U.S. Consulate General in Monterrey, Mexico; and in
Washington D.C., where he served in the State Department’s Bureau of Economic and
Business Affairs and in the Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement
Affairs. He has a personal rank of First Secretary.

Prior to joining the Foreign Service, Joel worked as an environmental project contractor
for BP Alaska, as a Graduate Fellow at the Smithsonian Environmental Research
Center in Maryland, and as an environmental research projects manager for the Prince
William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council in Valdez, Alaska. He has a
policy master’s degree from the University of Washington in Seattle, and a bachelor’s
degree in business management from the University of Alaska in Anchorage.

Joel is a native Alaskan and former fishing boat captain. He and his wife Virginia have
three grown sons.



